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This information is brought to you by the

1 Oncology Resource Team—the SOMC oncology
] nurses of inpatient and outpatient cancer care.

Who does chemo
safety protect?

Safe handling of chemo-contaminated items protects
clients, visitors and staff members.

How can we provide
chemo safety?

Keep team members informed of any

client who is receiving or has had chemo in
the last 48 hours.

Use PPE-Nitrile gloves and gowns when
handling any item soiled with secretions and
be sure to wear goggles when any danger of
splashing secretions is present.

Flush commode 2 to 3 times to dilute

any back splash of excrement.

Practice good hand washing.

Soiled linen should be placed in blue bags and
labeled as chemo-contaminated for laundry.
Do not dispose of chemo solutions down sink.
Use yellow hazardous drug waste containers.

Why is chemo safety
significant?

Any secretion (emesis, stool, urine and semen) from
a chemo recipient during the first 48 hours after
chemo infusion can contain the chemo drug.
Equipment or items that come in contact with
chemo medications are considered contaminated.
The drug can be absorbed through bare skin and
mucous membranes if handled without protection.

How do we clean up
chemo spills safely?

A spill is somls or greater of drug or secretion. Identify
spill sites with a warning sign. Spill kits are available
on units where chemotherapeutic agents are rou-
tinely given and spills should be cleaned by chemo
nurses only. If skin exposure occurs, wash with soap
and water. Flush eyes with large amounts of normal
saline for 5 minutes. Be safe, not sorry.
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