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Our mission is to make a difference by identifying the 
community’s health and wellness needs while bridging the 
gap between those needs and the cost of the solutions. 

The SOMC Development Foundation encompasses 
fundraising efforts for Hospice, Cancer, Employee Relief, Heart 
& Vascular, Pediatrics, Community Health and Wellness, 
the Endowment Fund and the areas of greatest need. 
These funds generate much needed support and enable 
SOMC to continually deliver extraordinary care for future 
generations to come. We consider it our responsibility to 
serve our community, and we take pride in doing so. Save the Date
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The SOMC Development Foundation’s Transcending Lives 
campaign is now just $700,000 away from breaking ground 
on the expansion and renovation of SOMC Hospice. Every 
dollar donated brings the campaign closer to its goal. 
Community chairs Will and Barb Burke recently stressed the 
importance of SOMC Hospice to the community. In fact, they 
said that, for some donors, knowing that the campaign is 
about hospice is enough for them to open their checkbook.

“You say, ‘I’m working on the hospice campaign’ and they say, 
‘I’ll send you a check,’” Will added. He credits the staff and 
facility’s warmth with creating that level of goodwill.
“It’s so different than what someone who hasn’t been 
exposed to the program might think it is,” Will said. 
“When you think of someone dying, you picture the 
Intensive Care Unit. That’s not what hospice is at all.”

Barb recently spent time with a hospice patient who, due 
to her condition, had a tendency to drift in and out 
of conversation. However, that did not mean the 
two couldn’t share a meaningful experience.

“I took her out to the patio and we ended up sitting in the 
gazebo,” Barb said. “She just loved the birds. There was one 
bird that was really yapping, and she started laughing. I don’t 
how long it’s been since she was able to laugh, but that area, 
with all of the trees and the bushes and the flowers, is just 
so serene… And she was just at peace. Very at peace.”

Moments like that are what makes SOMC Hospice special, and 
why so many people have been willing to help with the program’s 
expansion and renovation. To find out how you can support the 
SOMC Transcending Lives campaign, visit somc.org/GiveToHospice.

Southern Ohio Medical Center will be hosting a Summer Soiree 
on August 5 to raise funds for the hospital’s Transcending Lives 
campaign. The event will feature an elegant catered dinner 
and dessert, an open bar, fireworks, and timeless summertime 
activities nestled in the beautiful, rolling hills of Kentucky. 

Funds raised by the event will go towards the planned expansion 
and renovation of SOMC Hospice. Sponsorship opportunities 
are available, and individual tickets can be purchased for $125.

For more information, please contact Shaye Coburn at
740-356-2794 or CoburnS@somc.org.

“The Carousel” - it is a beautiful piece of 
art featuring a whimsical circus scene, 
commemorating the life and service of 
Jean Chapman. Commissioned by Mercy 
Hospital’s Twig 13 in 1970 and painted 
by local artist Ed Taylor, the piece had 
been long since forgotten and stored 
away at SOMC. In recent months the 
painting was recovered and sent to the 
Southern Ohio Museum for repairs and 
refurbishing. Knowing that the painting 

was commissioned by Twig 13 in memory 
of one of its former members, Mary Arnzen 
of the Development Foundation contacted 
the fourteen remaining Twig members 
for an afternoon of reminiscing, sharing 
pictures, and rededicating the beautiful 
painting – this time to the Southern Ohio 
Museum and Cultural Center where it will 
be housed for all the community to enjoy. 
Twig 13 was one of the original guilds for 
Mercy Hospital. Having formed in the 

1940s, the group’s mission was to help the 
hospital’s pediatrics unit. For years, until 
Mercy’s closing in 1999, the guild held 
fundraisers, organized events and found 
creative ways to raise money for their 
cause. This painting is one of several that 
were commissioned by the Twigs to honor 
members who had passed away. Two of 
those paintings are still on display in the 
hallway of the SOMC Friends Center.

SOMC is committed to making a positive difference in the lives 
of our patients, employees and the communities we serve. This 
year, the SOMC Development Foundation has partnered with 
12 Community Wellness Champions that are also committed to 
helping our community. Our Community Wellness Champions 
are those partners who have generously sponsored every 
fundraiser throughout our fiscal year. Proceeds from their 
sponsorship support different funds such as the Hospice 

Caritas, Cancer Compassion, Heart & Vascular, Community 
Health and Wellness, the Annual Fund, and the current capital 
campaign, Transcending Lives. Our success would not be possible 
without the generous support of our caring community. 

We are very grateful for their partnership and 
commitment to the health and wellness of not 
only our hospital but also to the community! 

Wellness Champions Fiscal Year 2018

SOMC experienced another outpouring of community support for 
its annual event, Hike for Hospice. The hike, which is the largest 
fundraiser of the year for the SOMC Hospice Caritas Fund, brought 
in more than $70,000. The event also serves as an opportunity for 
community members to honor their own loved ones by forming 
teams dedicated to their memories.

Money raised for the Caritas Fund is used to ensure that patients 
and families coping with a life-limiting illness receive the comfort, 
support and care they need.

To learn more about the Caritas Fund, or to discover other ways you can 
give back to the community, visit somc.org/online/donate.

Hike for Hospice Recap
The remaining Twig 13 members: L-R, Jo Thatcher, Joan Selby, Jenny Tombs, 
Pat McKinney, Henrietta Cunningham, Julia Wisniewski, Bev Marshall, Sandy 
White, Phyllis Fried, Doris Gohman, Linda Walker and Kay Bouyack.

Twigs 
Coming Together

Community Support 
Carrying ‘Transcending 
Lives’ Towards Goal


