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All Weekly Beat items must be submitted 
electronically to KephasE@somc.org.

All items for that week’s edition of the Weekly 
Beat must be received by 3 p.m. Wednesday. 
Any items submitted after 3 p.m. Wednesday 
will be held for the following Friday edition.

All items submitted for the Weekly Beat will 
undergo review by the Weekly Beat editorial 
board, which consists of members of the SOMC 

Community Relations Department. The board 
will meet weekly to discuss submitted items.

All items published in the Weekly Beat must have a 
direct link to Southern Ohio Medical Center. Items 
that do not occur at SOMC, or are not sponsored 
by SOMC, will not be featured in the Weekly Beat.

For more Submission Guidelines, please 
review the SOMC Internal Communications 
Policy on the SOMC Intranet.

Joseph Cooper
Registration

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

Inside this Issue

Editor

• Kylee Duduit  
Community Relations

Contributor

• Aubrey Roy 
Community Relations

• Eric Kephas 
Community Relations

Designer

• Michael Mayne 
Community Relations

1) EVENT CALENDAR & BIRTHDAYS

2) THIS MONTH AT A GLANCE

3) ORGANIZATIONAL NEWS & UPDATES

 » Coronavirus Frequently Asked Questions

 » Meditech Progress Update

 » SOMC’s Air It Up Coming in April!

 » Hoxworth Blood Center to Host 11th Annual 
Storm Bratchett Memorial Blood Drive

 » Virtual Reality Grand Rounds 
Program Held at SOMC 

 » Welcome, New Employees!

 » SOMC Celebrates Patient Safety Awareness Week

3) ORGANIZATIONAL NEWS & UPDATES CONT

 » Spring Scrip Sale Coming Soon!

 » March is National Nutrition Month

 » 12-Week  Weight Watchers Workshop 
Series Beginning April 3

 » SOMC Plastic and Reconstructive 
Surgery March Special

 » Security Reminder

4) CLASSIFIEDS



1

March 6
Christina Hughes
Jay Jacobs
Julie Johnson
Mia Morgan
William Neely
Beverly Ray
Heather Swords

March 7
Elizabeth Brisker
Kristi Collins
Melissa Davis
Jayme Fite
Brooke George
Megan Sadler
Michael Smith

March 8
Jenna Brown
Shelby Dunham
Kristy Elkins
Taylor Gregory
Dovie Havens
Jerry Klaiber Jr
Allen Langley
Mary Madden
Deanne Malone
Cynthia McQuay
Terry Stewart
Bonnie Waddell

March 9
Emily Brown
Kaleigh Cline
Kevin Dilley
Anne Fuhrmann
Emily Kelley
Katrina Kielmar
William Killian III
Ryan Kirkpatrick
Tangela Rider
George Shahade

March 10
Lynn Bloomfield
Jamie Eichenlaub
Vicki Fuller
Sheila Jenkins
Shane Keen
Pamela Miller
Jordan Park
Brian Powell
Brenda Pressler
Amy Ray
Morgan Thomas
Elaine Tieman
Tarrah Wilburn

March 11
Emma Anderson
Ashley Bloomfield
Cynthia Burkhardt
Oshianna Crabtree
Chassidy Hooper
Norma Manley
Glenna McFarland
Jodi Piatt
Wesley Scott
Lisa Sheets
Shawna Terry

March 
Event Calendar

Employee Birthdays 

March 19
Flower Sale Orders
ED/Waller Corridor
1 p.m. - 3 p.m.

March 6
Storm Bratchett Memorial 
Blood Drive
Christ’s Community Church
11 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

March 11 
Meal Prepping 101
Portsmouth SOMC LIFE Center
12 p.m. - 1 p.m.
RSVP by March 6

March 18
Nutrition and Fitness Class
Portsmouth SOMC LIFE Center
12 p.m. - 1 p.m.
RSVP by March 13

March 25
Nutrition and Healthy Aging Class
Portsmouth SOMC LIFE Center
12 p.m. - 1 p.m.
RSVP by March 20
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March
At a Glance

Honor A Team Member located under “Hot Links” on the Intranet
We invite you to pass along a note to a team member at 

Southern Ohio Medical Center with whom you shared a positive 
experience. Your story will be shared with the department and 

team member so that they know how much you appreciate them. 
Help us celebrate the culture that you can’t find 

everywhere and why this is such a great place to work!

Month-Long Observances
Athletic Training Month | Nutrition Month | Social 

Worker Month

Week-Long Observances
Pulmonary Rehabilitation Week (8th-15th) | Patient Safety 

Awareness Week (8th-12th) | Healthcare Human Resources 
Week (16th-20th) | Patient Safety Awareness Week (8th-

14th) | Health Information Professionals Week (22nd-28th)

Day-Long Observances
Certified Nurses Day (19th) | Doctor’s Day (30th)
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CORONAVIRUS
Frequentely Asked Questions

What is the coronavirus?
“Coronavirus” refers to a large family of viruses. However, the specific virus being referenced in media 
reports is a novel (or new) type of coronavirus that had not been previously identified.

Is the coronavirus like the common cold?
There are several types of coronavirus. The virus causing coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) is not the 
same type that commonly circulates and causes mild illness like the common cold.

How does it spread?
The virus that causes COVID-19 is spreading person-to-person. For that reason, the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) recommends patients with the coronavirus be isolated either in a hospital or 
at home until they recover and no longer pose a risk of infecting others.

What are the symptoms?
Current symptoms reported for patients with COVID-19 have included mild to severe respiratory illness 
with fever, cough and difficulty breathing. It is believed that symptoms may appear 2-14 days after 
exposure.

Is it dangerous?
The complete clinical picture with regard to COVID-19 is not fully understood, but reported illnesses have 
ranged from mild symptoms to severe illness and death. This is a rapidly evolving situation. For the latest 
information, visit www.cdc.gov.

What is the risk for our area?
For the general American public, the immediate health risk is considered low. However, healthcare workers 
and travelers returning from certain locations are at an elevated risk of exposure. For a complete list of 
countries currently affected, visit www.cdc.gov.

How is it treated?
There is currently no vaccine to prevent the coronavirus, and no specific treatment. The best way to prevent 
illness is to avoid exposure. The CDC does not recommend wearing face masks unless you are sick. They are 
not an effective way for a healthy person to avoid the virus.

What steps can I take to avoid exposure?
There are several simple, everyday actions you can take to help prevent the spread of illness:

 » Avoid close contact with people who are sick
 » Stay home when you are sick, unless you 

have called your doctor and been instructed 
to receive medical care

 » Cover your coughs and sneezes with a tissue

 » Clean frequently touched surfaces and 
objects daily

 » Wash your hands often with soap and water 
for at least 20 seconds

How can I make sure I have the latest information?
This is a rapidly evolving situation. For the latest information on the coronavirus and COVID-19, 
visit www.cdc.gov.

03/05/20
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Meditech Progress Update 

Southern Ohio Medical Center is on track with the Meditech Expanse Project and is currently in the middle 
of Phase II, which is the building, testing and training portion.
Meditech Expanse will be replacing various stand-alone softwares with an enterprise-wide solution. 
This will allow for an efficient, single use system designed for usability, mobility, flexibility, speed and 
integration, as the company states.
Phase II began in October 2019 and will continue until July 2020. The project is currently at the end of 
the building portion and will enter into the testing and training stages. Several key events will take place 
beginning in March and extend over the course of Phase II, up until Go-Live; these include (but are not 
limited to) integration testing, parallel testing and training.  Integration testing involves a joint effort 
across the different core teams building in Meditech and allows these team members to further explore 
functionality within the electronic health record (EHR), troubleshoot and resolve issues. While integration 
testing serves as an important step in a successful implementation, parallel testing is a purposeful activity 
to ensure that reports, labels, charges and their release to downstream systems are functioning properly. 
Parallel testing also serves to validate that Meditech Expanse is functioning as designed and that data is 
shared and acted upon appropriately across the enterprise as intended using real patient scenarios prior 
to go-live.

6 Months until 
Go Live

Here are some upcoming dates (some dates may be subject to change):
Integration Testing:

 » Integration Testing I – March 16, 2020 
(SOMC internal testing)

 » Integration Testing II – April 14, 2020 
(Meditech Participation)

Parallel Testing:

 » Parallel Testing I – May 19, 2020 
(Meditech Participation)

 » Parallel Testing II/Mock Go Live or Go-No Go 
Decision – TBD (end of June-beginning of 
July 2020)

Training:

 » Train-the-Trainer—June 1, 2020 and 
end June 12, 2020

 » End-User/Provider Training—June 22, 2020 
and end July 17, 2020

“It is hard to believe we are only six months from the 
go-live date,” said Julie Irwin, SOMC Administrative 
Director of Performance Improvement. “We have 
successfully stayed on track thanks to all of the 
teams’ hard work towards this implementation. 
We look forward to the upcoming training.”
Please see below for the timeline of events and 
what is to come as we look forward to the process!
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SOMC’s Air It Up Coming in April!

Join SOMC for a FREE family fun day at Dr. Singleton 
Park on Saturday, April 4 from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.! Spend 
the day outdoors with amazing kites, music and 
food! The first 200 children will receive a kite.

The event features:
 » Large kite display from PIGS Aloft Cincinnati
 » Live entertainment
 » Inflatables
 » Food trucks
 » Lung health information 

This event is sponsored by the SOMC Community 
Health and Wellness Fund.

Hoxworth Blood Center has announced that the Storm Bratchett Memorial Blood Drive will take place from 
11 a.m. to 7 p.m., March 6 at Christ’s Community Church (2433 25th St., Portsmouth).

This is the 11th memorial drive for Storm Bratchett, who was only 17 years old when he was accidentally shot 
in the chest with an arrow in 2008. He was rushed to Southern Ohio Medical Center where doctors worked for 
hours trying to save his life, using more than 40 pints of blood. He did not survive.

Join in honoring Storm by making a donation at the blood drive.

Appointments for the drive are strongly encouraged, but walk-ins are welcome. To schedule an appointment, 
please call 740-353-1633 or visit www.hoxworth.org/groups/storm 

Hoxworth Blood Center to Host 11th Annual 
Storm Bratchett Memorial Blood Drive
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Virtual Reality Grand Rounds Program Held 
at SOMC

Recently, Ohio State University partnered with SOMC to 
offer the Grand Rounds Program that gave a virtual reality 
(VR) experience of a dementia patient. 

As Ohio State University described the program, “The 
VR Experience of a Dementia patient enables immersive 
scenario-based enactments of the effects of short-term 
memory loss as well as time and place disorientation. 

The experience provides an experiential insight into 
the behavior of those living with dementia, engaging 
practitioners in perspective-taking training to build 
empathy for patients living with dementia and their 
caretakers.”

A special thank you to all who attended!

Welcome, New Employees! 

Southern Ohio Medical Center would like to congratulate the following employees for recently completing 
orientation. Good luck in your new positions, and welcome to SOMC!

Chris Austin, Medical Staff Services
Sarah Baldridge, MSCU
Mary Bently, Gift Shop
Kevin Billings, Operation of Plant
Austin Blevins, Housekeeping 
Shelly Boggs, Surgery 
Denise Bolin, Housekeeping
Arielle Brown, Heart Care Unit
Charva Caracofe, Central Scheduling
Bethany Councillor, Cath Lab
Makalyn Craft, OB/GYN Associates
Alyssa Davis, Orthopedic Group

Benjamin Dunahue, Facilities
David Fox, MSCU
Linda Harris, Nutrition Services
Christina Henry, Pediatric Associates
Allison Howerton, Telecommunications
Carole Hunt, OCU
Hannah Jackson, OCU 
Molly Jenkins, Central Scheduling
Jordan Langley, Central Scheduling 
Kaitlyn Lee, West Union Family Health Center
Lindsey Marsh, Social Services
Branna Martin, Housekeeping
Mary McGuire, ICU

Megan Mitchell, Laboratory 
Haylie Musser, OCU
Breanna Neff, Patient Registration
Gloria Purdin, Surgery
Elijah Ruby, Laboratory 
Misty Shaffer, Heart Care Unit
Tara Sparks, ICU
Corey Stevens, Diagnostic Radiology
Connie Stone, Patient Accounting
Allison Trujillo, Heart Care Unit
Amber Tussey, Central Scheduling
Tonya Young, OCU
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SOMC Celebrates Patient Safety Awareness Week | March 8-12 

With Major League Baseball opening day right around the corner, the Patient Safety Department wanted to join in on 
some preseason action during Patient Safety Awareness Week.  From March 8-12, you can find the Patient Safety Team 
set up outside the cafeteria from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. for a VIP experience. 

The VIP experience is your exclusive, one-of-a-kind stop with a special guest “patient,” Babe Ruth. You will have pregame 
behind-the-scenes access to patient safety tips that will help keep Babe and our other patients safe while at SOMC.  
If you are unable to participate in this exclusive offer, you can catch the daily patient safety awareness week tips in 
your e-mail.  

Fans can meet the roster of the Patient Safety Team, learn patient safety tips and help keep Babe Ruth safe during any 
of the following spring training sessions.  

Monday - COVID -19 FAQ’s
Tuesday - Patient Falls
Wednesday - Hand Hygiene
Thursday - Near Misses
Friday - Patient Identification

We hope to see you there!

Spring Scrip Sale Coming Soon!
The Spring Scrip Sale is right around the corner! The date of the sale will be from Monday, April 6 at 9am to Monday, 
April 13 at 11:59pm.
The sale, which is available to SOMC employees, features a wide variety of gift cards to many local and national vendors.
Orders may only be placed on the SOMC Intranet and not at home during the dates of the sale. Your purchase can be 
made by cash, check, credit card and payroll deduction of up to $700 which would include any guild sale deductions.
Employees will electronically sign their payroll deduction form at the time of finalizing their order. All orders placed 
during this sale are final.
New SOMC employees will not be eligible for the payroll deduction form until after their first 90 days, but they can 
purchase by cash, check or credit card.
For more information, please contact Kelli Richardson of the SOMC Friends Center at ext. 6160 or richarkl@somc.org.

About the process: 
Once the online sale has concluded, the cards must 
be ordered. When all cards are received, they must be 
counted and sorted, which takes an entire workday 
completed by three SOMC volunteers and the event 
coordinator. When all cards are accounted for, a team of 
20 plus volunteers package each SOMC employee order. 
The packaging team is comprised of employees from 
Community Relations, the Development Foundation, 
the LIFE Center, SOMC Accounting and Payroll, along 
with three SOMC volunteers. After packaging, checking 
and re-checking, a date is given for SOMC employee to 
pick up at the location they choose: South Campus at 
the Friends Center or Main Campus at the Volunteer 
Office in the Fulton Building.
The entire process is usually over a three-and-a-half-
week time frame from start to finish. At time of pick-
up, only employees or their department managers can 
pick up their cards. 
All must bring their SOMC Employee ID ONLY at the 
time of pick-up.

New vendor this year: Ollie’s
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March is National Nutrition Month

March is National Nutrition Month, and to celebrate, SOMC will host many events throughout the entire month!
The series of free classes during the month of March will offer participants education on grocery shopping, meal 
prepping, and general nutrition and fitness.

Seating is limited and registration is required by calling 740-356-2552.

Meal Prepping 101
March 11th | 12 pm – 1pm
SOMC LIFE Center | 1202 18th Street
RSVP by March 6th

Nutrition and Fitness
March 18th | 12 pm – 1pm
SOMC LIFE Center | 1202 18th Street
RSVP by March 13th

Nutrition and Healthy Aging
March 25th | 12 pm – 1pm
SOMC LIFE Center | 1202 18th Street
RSVP by March 20th

A new 12-week Weight Watchers Workshop series will begin on Friday, April 3 at 1 p.m. in the Education 
Building Classroom 4. Attendance is required on April 3 in order to participate in the series and to use the 
payroll deduction option. At least 15 participants must attend the workshop on April 3 to start the new 
series.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

The series will run from April 3 to June 19 with weigh-in from 1 p.m. to 1:15 p.m. and meeting from 1:15 p.m. to 
1:45 p.m.  Cost is $132.60 for the 12-week session or $11.05/pay period for 12 weeks. 

This series is intended to help guide participants to build lasting healthy habits, with a science-backed program 
that fits into a busy life.  It is more than a weight loss program.  It’s a supportive community with WW coaches 
to help participants every step of the way. 

For questions, please call Karen Walburn at ext. 6500.

12-Week Weight Watchers Workshop Series 
Beginning April 3 
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Get ready for spring with SOMC Plastic and 
Reconstructive Surgery!
They are currently running a special of 10% of 
all injections during the month of March with a 
minimum purchase of $400.
As a bonus, you will get 10% off one of the following 
ZO® products with your injections purchase:

 » Wrinkle Texture Repair
 » Radical Night Repair
 » Firming Serum
 » Retinol Skin Brightener
 » Aggressive Anti – Aging Kit
 » Skin Brightener Kit
 » Skin Brightening and Texture Repair Kit
 » Acne Prevention and Treatment Kit

This offer is available from March 1 to March 31. Appointments can be made by calling 740-356-3562.

SOMC Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery March Special

Security Reminder: Keep Protected Health 
Information (PHI) Safe 

While replacing paper charts with electronic charts completely may have been the original goal, many paper 
charts are still used, especially in the nursing units. The information listed on those papers is protected 
health information (PHI) and must be safeguarded at all times. Staff are taught to place these papers in a 
folder or simply turn the papers over when they leave their stations so that someone walking by cannot 
see the information. Should you notice any papers with PHI listed left unattended, please turn them over.
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Classified ad submissions must 
be sent via an SOMC e-mail 
account to duduitkl@somc.org. 
Items submitted through any 
other e-mail server will not be 
accepted. 

Ads must be submitted by 
3 p.m. Wednesday and will 
be listed for three weeks 
beginning each Friday morning. 

No more than five items may 
be listed at a time and work 
extensions may not be listed as 
a telephone contact.  

Ads that are considered 
solicitation, or the selling or 
offering of goods or services 
not pertaining to or sponsored 
by SOMC, may not be listed.

Classified Guidelines

Weekly Beat Classifieds

MISCELLANEOUS
Wedding dress: size 8/10 ivory lace with full length veil.  $200 for all.  Smoke/bug/pet free home.  Text for pictures/
details 740-727-3422

Free puppies: mother is a blue heeler and the father a german shepherd.  They are 6 weeks old and very loving. contact 
606-465-8833 available now.

Cherry Vanity  60 inches long includes counter top, and all hardware.  $225.00  (Handles and Faucet) 740-353-8409 
740-935-8409

F1BB Standard Size Goldendoodle puppies for sale.  Will be available on April 5th for pickup.  Please Call or text Brandi 
Fitzpatrick for more details at (740)250-5480.

Freestanding Room Temperature and Cold Electric 5 Gallon Water Bottle Dispenser.  White, Clean and like new.  $75.  
Call 740-357-7571

I’m looking for a house to rent that allows pets. Call or text 740-961-2526

Silver iPhone 6. No dings or scratches, works great, no problems. Bought brand new in December 2018. Asking $100. Text 
740-442-4840 if interested.

Denon DCD-820 single disc CD  component  low use $85.00 call 740 821-7829 leave message if no answer, can send  
picture if interested.

Sharp 13 inch color TV( 13J M100) $50.00 , Philco 13-inch color TV $25.00 call 740 821-7829 leave message if no answer 
can send picture if interested.

GASS LOGS  24INCH OAK FOR NATURAL GAS CAN BE COVERTED TO LP,STILL IN BOX NEVER USED $100.00 CALL 740 821-
7829 LEAVE MESSAGE IF NO ANSWER.

MOTOR VEHICLES
2009 Chevy Impala LT. Gray. 122,000 miles. All leather, heated seats. Routine maintenance. Excellent condition. $6,500 
obo. Call or text 740-285-2572.

2012 Honda Sabre for sale. Garage kept. One owner. Never laid down. KY blue, has a faring, less than 10,000 miles. 
Asking $4500 or OBO. Just don’t ride anymore. Pics available upon request. 606-541-1132.

2016 White GMC Acadia Excellent condition, 53,000 miles.  Asking payoff 25,900. Call or text for information or pictures 
740-464-0587.

2007 Chevy Uplander Van 67,000 miles.   $3,700   740-353-8409  740-935-8409

2016 GMC Acadia 3rd row seating Excellent conditioned inside and out 53,000 miles REDUCED asking $24,900. 7 
passenger seating, Heated driver and front passenger seats, remote start, roof rack,towing package, alloy wheels, back 
up camera. Message me if interested. Please Share!

REAL ESTATE
House for sale: 1203 Lakeview Ave New Boston- Minutes to the hospital and town and walking distance to New Boston 
Schools. 3 Bedroom 1 bath home with original hardwood floors through out with a fenced in back yard. New appliances 
put in 2018 and washer and dryer all stay. Central air and gas heat, security system already installed and paid off until 
July. Move in ready asking 69,900. Listed with Century 21 for pictures and phone number to set up appointment to 
come look at.

FOR RENT: Two bedroom, one bath apartment located at 612 Meadows Lane, Wheelersburg, along the Ohio River. 
Beautiful river and pond views. Spacious living room, breakfast bar overlooking into kitchen, large kitchen equipped 
with nice built-in appliances and ample blond maple cabinets throughout. Washer/Dryer hookup. Spacious private 
front porch and back yard patio. All electric. $700.00 monthly. Trash removal & sewer included. No pet policy. Call or 
Text: (740) 935-2399.

Brick Home Rosemount 5 acres.  Call for information  740-935-8409

Check out SOMC’s 
Online Store of 
Surplus Equipment

Our online auction process has been 
overhauled and improved with our 
new SOMC uBuy application. Users 
can log-in to the system to view items, 
see the minimum price and highest 
bid on each available item and place 

bids all in the same place. The principle 
is the same, but users can stay better 
informed by seeing the dollar amount 
of the current high bid on an item (only 
the amount shows and not the name 
of the bidder).
 
We will still post new items on Fridays. 
Items will go up at 10a.m. on Friday 
and will be removed at 9:59a.m. the 
following Friday. All other processes will 
remain the same.

Check out the online store by visiting 
the following link:
http://somcintranet/Public/
Policies/MaterialsManagement/
OnLineStoreOfSurplusEquipment.html


